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It is 800 pages of mandates, which
Americans hate, and it is banning
voter ID laws nationwide at a time
when voters across the country from
both parties, all political persuasions,
think voter ID laws are critical to bal-
lot integrity and security. The more
the American people find out what is in
these bills, the more they oppose them.

You know, it has never been easier to
vote in the United States. You take a
look at the statistics from this past
election year, never been easier. The
American people know it.

American people support common-
sense laws, which make it easier to
vote and harder to cheat, but they do
not support the Democrats’ radical
election takeover.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, we
are seeing record numbers of people
coming to the U.S. Mexican border. I
am told 63 different countries have
folks that have arrived at our border.

In the latest numbers released by the
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
CBP, they encountered almost 190,000
people coming to the United States il-
legally through the southern border
last month. That is the highest month-
1y number of encounters by CBP in two
decades.

This is where we are now. That num-
ber is up 471 percent from June 2020.
Across the board, every category of
CBP encounter at the southwest land
border—single adults, unaccompanied
children, individuals in a family unit—
they are surging in 2021, including in
the hot summer months, when it has
traditionally been that is when it falls.
It is important because these people
coming across in the hot summer
months are at increased risk for death
from dehydration and heat exhaustion.

With June’s tally, CBP’s migrant en-
counters surpassed 1 million for the fis-
cal year.

Now, in context, the last fiscal year
had 460,000 encounters; fiscal year 2019,
980,000. That year was labeled a human-
itarian catastrophe. That was for the
entire year. Now, we are speaking of 1
million, and we have 3 months left to
go in this fiscal year.

On Monday, Texas and the national
media broadcast videos of migrants
trying to force their way past Texas
border guards. Eight Federal agents
and police officers pushed back on the
gate to prevent a rush of about 300 peo-
ple just breaking through, coming
across the border from Mexico.

By any definition, this is a crisis—for
the individual, who is at risk of dying
of dehydration in the desert; for our
country, which cannot control the bor-
der crisis; for the infection of the
COVID and coronavirus situation in
our country, because, obviously,
coronavirus could be rampant among
these folks.

The Biden-Harris administration
could not be doing worse if they inten-
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tionally set out to mismanage the situ-
ation. This past weekend, it became
clear that it is not just a situation on
the border, but it is also a situation in
Louisiana.

On Friday, KTBS, a Shreveport news
outlet, reported that U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement—ICE—
dropped off approximately 80 Haitian
immigrants with little or no warning
to local government and law enforce-
ment officials.

And, again, this is multiple levels. I
presume that these folks are dropped
off because we are out of capacity, but
let’s think about the individual being
dropped off. A source told KTBS that
the men had money, but some of the
women had little or no money—no con-
tacts, no money, they don’t speak the
language, dropped off in a strange city.

Multiple Louisiana outlets are re-
porting approximately 400 immigrants
from 42 countries have been dropped off
by ICE in Shreveport since the end of
March, but this is the first we heard. In
Baton Rouge, WBRZ, the ABC affiliate,
had photos and video of a similar drop-
off in Baton Rouge on Friday, July 16.
Monroe, LA, had a similar situation;
Natchez, MS, similar as well.

We called ICE over the weekend, and
yesterday, they—we actually spoke to
the acting director. He told me the
dropoffs are ‘“‘not our common prac-
tice.” I would argue that releasing mi-
grants without notifying 1local offi-
cials—at least the NGOs that can give
them help, particularly when there
isn’t—when some of them have no
money, no contacts, no place to go, is
not good. And he acknowledged that.
In fairness, he acknowledged that that
was a mistake and that the number of
70 was too large a number.

He denied that it was a problem of
capacity, but, frankly, when we see
what is happening at the southern bor-
der and then we see a whole group of 70
being dropped off without the organiza-
tion required to make sure there is
seamless entry into our society, that
tells me that there probably is a capac-
ity problem.

Again, you cannot imagine a worse
immigration policy and execution of
what we have seen in the first 6 months
of this administration. It is incoher-
ence; it is dysfunction. It appears that
Washington told ICE: Just send them
someplace with, again, little or no no-
tice to State and local officials.

We have to ask: Does the President,
does the Vice President care about con-
trolling the border? Do they care about
communities? Do they care about these
immigrants? It is almost as if they are
wishing that the issue be swept under
the rug.

Unfortunately, the crisis continues
to worsen. I don’t know if there is a
plan. I say that because if there is a
plan, we have not yet seen it executed.
What we have seen is that record num-
bers of people are now coming into our
country. It is more as if hands are
being thrown up in the air.

I will also say there was a lot of criti-
cism of what President Trump did, but
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it is my observation, whatever the last
thing the last President did was the
first thing that worked because it is
not as if they tried the immediate solu-
tion first off. It is like they worked
through some things that didn’t work
and they finally got to where they were
able to stem the tide.

So if it is the era of ‘‘let’s do the op-
posite of what President Trump did,
even if it is the only thing that has
ever worked,” we are in trouble.

I do think it is time for the Biden ad-
ministration to admit they were wrong
and to begin going back to that which
appeared to work.

I want to thank the people of Shreve-
port. They have been kinder than the
Federal Government in terms of help-
ing people out—the churches, the NGOs
that came out to help folks. As one of
them said, the Scripture teaches us to
help those who are aliens in our land.

They have been willing to handle the
situation when the administration
failed. But the charity of the American
people is not a substitute for a coher-
ent policy, and this is an issue for the
executive branch, specifically Presi-
dent Biden and Vice President Harris,
who was personally put in charge.

We need to get it right. We need an-
swers. We need accountability. We need
sound immigration and border policies,
and it starts with securing our south-
ern border and enforcing our laws.

Again, the current situation is unfair
to everyone—the migrants, the com-
munity, our country. The situation in
Shreveport, Monroe, and Baton Rouge
shows the failure of the policies. I don’t
think they are the only communities
dealing with this, and we will continue
to deal with it even more so until we
have a controlled border.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OssorF). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NSCAI REPORT

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I may place
into the RECORD a portion of the final
report by the National Security Com-
mission on Artificial Intelligence,
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NSCAI. This landmark report and its
important recommendations are the re-
sult of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019, which established the NSCAI
as an independent commission ‘‘to con-
sider the methods and means necessary
to advance the development of artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learning,
and associated technologies to com-
prehensively address the national secu-
rity and defense needs of the United
States.”

In March 2021, the Commission sub-
mitted its final report to Congress and
the President, in part, warning of the
dangers of the Chinese Government ob-
taining the personal genetic informa-
tion of U.S. citizens and the impor-
tance of ensuring U.S. leadership in
biotechnology. As we complete our
work on the United States Innovation
and Competition Act that will enable
us to maintain our technological edge
over China, it is imperative that we ac-
knowledge the findings of this Commis-
sion regarding the critical importance
of securing our biodata from China and
its agents. To that end, allow me to
cite warnings and recommendations di-
rectly from this Commission. I hope
our State Department leadership, in-
cluding Secretary Blinken, take these
into serious consideration and put
them into action.

On Page 53, the report finds: ‘“‘[China
understands the tremendous upside as-
sociated with leading the bio revolu-
tion. Massive genomic data sets at
places like BGI Group (formerly known
as the Beijing Genomics Institute),
coupled with China’s now-global ge-
netic data collection platform and ‘‘all-
of-nation” approach to AI, will make
them a formidable competitor in the
bio realm. BGI may be serving,
wittingly or unwittingly, as a global
collection mechanism for Chinese gov-
ernment genetic databases, providing
China with greater raw numbers and
diversity of human genome samples, as
well as access to sensitive personal in-
formation about key individuals
around the world. The United States
cannot afford to look back in 10 years
and be ‘‘surprised” by the Dbio-
technology equivalent of Huawei.]”’

Later, on Page 586, the report finds:
“[BGI has also benefited from substan-
tial support from the Chinese govern-
ment, as well as its 2013 acquisition of
a competing U.S. firm, Complete
Genomics. There are indications that
BGI’s links with the Chinese govern-
ment may run deeper than it publicly
claims, as it built and operates China
National GeneBank, the Chinese gov-
ernment’s national genetic database,
and has used PLA-owned supercom-
puters to process genetic information.
Chinese diplomats have pushed BGI-
built COVID-19 testing kits, including
in the United States, and by August
2020 BGI had ‘‘sold 35 million rapid
COVID-19 testing kits to 180 countries,
and built 58 labs in 18 countries.”” The
highest levels of the United States gov-
ernment should publicly state these
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concerns so as to raise awareness
among the U.S. commercial and aca-
demic biotechnology communities, as
well as U.S. allies, many of which cur-
rently have partnerships or business
dealings with BGI.]”’

The Commission then recommends
on Page 587 that the State Department
design a specific initiative to warn
America and its allies about BGI.
“[Launch a strategic communications
campaign to publicly highlight the
links between the Chinese government
and BGI. The Secretary of State should
personally voice concern about BGI’s
ties to the Chinese government and in-
struct the Department to conduct a
strategic communications campaign to
highlight those links and warn of the
dangers of the Chinese government ob-
taining personal genetic information
via BGI. The Department should also
warn BGI and the Chinese government
that it will closely monitor BGI’s ac-
tivities, and that should BGI be uti-
lized as a mass DNA-collection appa-
ratus for the Chinese government, it
could face additional U.S. regulatory
action.]”

It is important to note that two sub-
sidiaries of BGI were placed on the en-
tity list by the Commerce Department
last year for their role in aiding the
genocide being perpetrated by the Chi-
nese Government against the Uyghur
minority in Xinjiang, an issue that I
and many of my Senate colleagues
have been vocal on.

In closing, I think it is important
that this report be part of our RECORD
today.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL
OF THE FREDERICK DOUGLASS
PARK

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and celebrate the
centennial of Indianapolis’ Frederick
Douglass Park.

In the early 20th century, rec-
reational opportunities for Black
Americans in Indianapolis were sepa-
rate and unequal. There were no public
swings or slides for children to play on,
no designated green spaces for commu-
nities to gather in. When the city’s
government took notice of the polluted
and dangerous swimming holes and
streams in which citizens cooled off, it
constructed sanitary swimming pools,
in White neighborhoods only.

There were, thankfully, Hoosiers who
recognized these injustices and re-
solved to right them: the physician and
city council member Sumner Furniss
and journalist Marcus Stewart, who
both lobbied for the creation of a park
to accommodate the city’s growing
Black population. And the family of
local entrepreneur Edward Claypool,
who donated the land on which to build
it.

Because of their efforts, in the sum-
mer of 1921, a new park opened on the
northeast side of Indianapolis where
African Americans were welcome. It
was fittingly named for the great
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champion of freedom, Frederick Doug-
lass.

A year later, a large swimming pool
filled with clean water opened. There
were slides, swings, and merry-go-
rounds too. Next came the adjoining
Douglass Park Golf Course. Originally
six tomato cans in a cow pasture, it
later grew to nine holes and par 34 and
is one of the only golf courses in the
Nation named after an African Amer-
ican. Tennis courts, basketball hoops,
and baseball diamonds were added as
well.

When the doors to other communal
gathering places across Indianapolis
were closed and locked, Frederick
Douglass Park didn’t just provide an
alternative, it created a beloved insti-
tution that brought people together.

Thousands of Hoosiers spent their
weekends and holidays here. It was the
site of civic gatherings, political ral-
lies, family reunions, basketball tour-
naments, little league championships,
and jazz concerts. Across the park on a
typical summer night the thump of
basketballs on pavement competed
with the echoes of brass instruments.
It was not uncommon to see the likes
of champion boxer Joe Louis playing a
round of golf or future basketball leg-
ends Mel Daniels or George McGinnis
working on their game.

One hundred years later, Frederick
Douglass Park continues to play an im-
portant role in the civic life of our cap-
ital city and bring joy to those who
call it home. It is exactly the type of
public place where Americans have al-
ways engaged, interacted, and found
common ground.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this milestone.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO BRIDGER BOGUS

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Bridger for
his hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office as well as to the
State of Wyoming.

Bridger is a native of Cheyenne. He is
a student at the University of Wyo-
ming, where he is studying economics
and political science. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Bridger for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA BRENNER

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
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